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A Report Links C.I.A. to Murder in U .S. 



By JOHN JK. CREWDSON 

Special to The New York Tlmef 

WASHINGTON. Nov. 13 — 
The Senate Select Committee 
on Intelligence is investigating 
the possibility that the Central 
Intelligence Agency was re' 
sponsible for a hit-and-run mur- 
der in New Orleans in the late 
1950’s or early 1960’s. 

A spokesman for the C.I.A. 
emphatically denied that a pre- 
meditated murder had ever 
been ordered or carried out by 
C.I.A. officials within the Unit-; 
ed States. 

Senator Frank Church, who 
heads the select panel, con-, 
firmed through a spokesman 
that his staff was “at work on 
this matter,” but said that the 
results of the investigation 
would not be included in the 
committee’s forthcoming report 
on C.I.A. assassination plots 
directed at foreign heads of 
state. 1 

“We don’t know, as yet what 
weight to give to it,” Senator 
Church, an Idaho Democrat, 
said of theinformaition obtained 
by the' committee. “We have 
not made a full assessment of 
the evidence.” , 

Neither the name of the al- 
leged victim nor any circum- 
stances that might have pro- 
voked such an action by the 
C.I.A. in New Orleans or else- 
where could be learned. 

Report First of Kind 

The report under investiga- 
tion, while thus - far uncor- 
roborated, is the first known to 1 
have -come to the attenion of 
investigaors suggesting that, the 
C.I.A. had ever considered the 
use of assassination in this 
country. 

Senator Church provided no 
details of the evidence obtained 
by the committee's . staff, . but 
the principal exhibit is under- 
stood to be a written statement 
from a:»rmer misssionalry that- 
a C.I.A. official once acknowl- 
edged to him having partici- 
pated in such an aSsassinatiory 

The former missionary, the 
Rev. Alden J. Stevenson, now 
a chaplain at the University 
of San Francisco, was unable 
in- a recent interview to recall 
the name of the C.I.A. man 
who, he said, solicited his opin- 
ion about the ethics of a kill- 
ing carried out under orders 
from agency higher-ups. 

. But Father Stevenson, , a 
member of the Jesuit order, 
provided a detailed description 
of the man, including his in- 



£ 




volvement tn intelligence-gath- 
ering flights over the Chinese 
mainland from 'ay base, at 
Hsipchu, Iaiwan, where ' the 
conversation ''with the - official- 
took place.. 

Father \ 
mission ' wail Iji-' 

the Ta' 

whom... 

cial, Mibsequmtly - ( -wraT£iin _ 
he Had been inferred 
“Mr. Mac" and had an alumin- 
ujn leg. -, . . 

* Intelligence sources said that 
that description fitted a CXA.-t 
official they .-identified as 
Robert McNamara, who had 
served with the agency in 
Washington and Las Vegas, 
Nev„ as well as at Hsinchu. 

1 • ‘Supply Officer’ ; - J 

The C.I.A. spokesman dis- 
missed reports of agency in- 
volvement in a domestic assas- 
sination adjust, poppycock,’’ 
but he did'" tonfimi that" the 
agency had employed -a one- 
legged man named Robert Mc- 
Namara, now dead, in this 
country and abroad. 

The spokesman said that Mr. 
McNamara’s only domestic as- 
signment, however, had .been 
|to ; a CJ.A. facility near Las 
Vegas, where he died on Sept. 
3, 19«2. . > . 

. Records compiled -by iClarfe 
County, Nevi; which includes 
Las Vegas, show that a Robert 
Joseph McNamara wasjf pro- 



nounced dead on that date of 
a heart attack. 

The. C.I.A. spokesman de- 
scribed Mr. McNamara as a 
“supply officer,” and another 
source confirmed that the agen- 
cy did maintain a weapons 
supply depot near Las Vegas 
at the time. 

According to an obituary 
printed in the Sept. 5, 1962, 
issue of The Las Vegas Sun, 
Mr. McNamara, who Was then 
40 years old, died at an un- 
named local hotel where he 
and his family had been' quests 
for the last week. 

The obituary said that the 
McNamaras had stopped in Lias 
Vegas on the way to Taiwan, 
where Mr, McNamara, who was 
described as a World War II 
amputee, was to take an as- 
signment as a civilian employee 
of the Air Force. 

W Efforts to locate Mr. Mc-i 
Namara’s wife, who sources! 



said is still living, were not im- 
mediately successful. 

1 - Despite the C.I.A. spokes- 
! man’s characterization of him 
as a “supply officer,” others 
familiar with him or his reputa- 
tion described him as an “oper- 
ations type” who had taken 
part in the Normandy Invasion,] 
and who, under military cover, 
had headed intelligence over- 
flight operations conducted by] 
the C.I.A. from Taiwan. • 

The C.I.A. spokesman at first 
refused to address the question 
of whether Mr. tMcNainara had 
ever been ordered- by his super-1 
tors “in the agency "to carry' 
out a murder in New Orleans, 
saying ;oniy th at there'was “ho 
record of him being assigned 
anywhere except the Las Vegasl 
area” within the United States. 



. A ‘Flat*; Denial 
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to" sayitbat the C.IiAi 
“flatly ;3eny that Mr.' McNama- 
ra was^pver instructed tit kill 
anyone ;or did harry out- such 
»" assignment.” i v . 

He declined, however, to ex- 
tend his denial to encompass: 
the possibility that Mr, M cNa ' 
mara might, have undertaken 
subh an operation, without the] 
approval of’ higher authorities. 

The Senate Select Committee 
on -Intelligence has compiled 
a report of '400 pages based 
on the evidence it has gathered 
in secret hearings concerning 
attempts by the C.I.A. on the 
lives. Of . some forelgn-. leaders, 
print^paUy . .Fidel';' OiStroir’^'ei 
Cubandbime Minister,;;;.* .-' v 
-•» Sources - famiHar with the, re- 
port,- Which the- Church commit- 
tee plaiiatd release-neiftiWeek, 
jlf‘‘-:fbe,rfullL fjenate', approves;] 
have sai d . that although it '.deals ; 




Letter Spurred raqiiljy y , 

These sources ’said^t}i^H«] 
report contained evidence, pro- 
vided to the Senate committee 
by the Rockefeller, commission, 
which investigated .some as- 
pects of' the C.l.A.’k 'activities; 
that an individual , had been 
killed by the C.I.A. under such 
circumstances, but outside the 
United States. 

I Although the Senate report 



I is understood to contain indica- 
tion^, 

with a similar fate,' rt'one ’of 
the information, thus far provid- 
ed to the Church committee 
by the C.I.A. has concerned 
an officially sanctioned murder 
in New Orleans 'or elsewhere 
inside this country. - 

Father Stevenson, the former 
missionary whose letter .to a 
member of Congress outlining 
; his conversation with Mr. Mc- 
Namara provided the impetus 
Ifor the'Senate committee’s in- 




